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KAHLER'S THEOLOGICAL ESSAYS 

In 1898 Kahler published in two volumes a series of discussions — some 
new, some old — of several of the leading questions in dogmatic theology. 
The new edition 1 is largely transformed and extended. The second volume 
of the former edition {Zur Lekre von der Versohnung) is to be reissued 
separately, while in place of the first volume there will now come three. 
These discussions, though formally quite independent, the author would 
have us regard as elucidations of his perhaps too compressed Wissen- 
schaft der christlichen Lehre (third edition, 1905); and as they are full 
of lively interest, they cannot fail to win friends for the difficult but weighty 
Wissenschajt. 

The volume before us, Zur Bibelfrage, contains six important discus- 
sions of the various aspects of this question. Kahler is the chief repre- 
sentative of a newer biblicism. His standpoint is manifestly related to 
that of Beck on the one hand and to that of Ritschl on the other. And 
yet his thinking is not eclectic, but eminently original. On the "Bible 
question" other theologians have written more extensively or on certain 
points more in detail, but Kahler has probably given us the most complete 
and many-sided discussion that we possess. 

For Kahler the Bible is first and foremost confession — the witness 
of faith. This point of view makes it possible to maintain at once the 
authority of the testimony and faith's independence of critical science. 
Faith must have a "storm-free domain." Christ, the object of faith, 
is immediately accessible through the biblical witness. Though insisting 
so strongly upon the authority of the Bible, Kahler is as far as possible 
removed from all thought of slavery to the letter. Very interestingly 
and impressively, and in a great variety of aspects and relations, he develops 
a thoroughly religious conception of that authority. The author sum- 
marizes his main contentions as follows: 

The Bible the document of the preaching through which the church was 
founded. The whole Bible the confessing testimony to the messianic revelation 
of God. The gospel of the Bible the key to the understanding of the whole 
Bible. The Bible not at first and chiefly for the individual Christian, but 
primarily the church's book, and through her the book of mankind. 

Three of the essays in the book were first published about ten years 
ago — one of them as part of the second edition of Der sogenannte hi- 
storische Jesus, the others as pamphlets {U riser Streit um die Bibel and 

1 Dogmatische Zeitfragen: Alte und neue AusjUhrungen zur Wissenschaft der 
christlichen Lehre. Von Martin Kahler. Zweite sehr vermehrte Auflage. Erster 
Band, "Zur Bibelfrage." Leipzig: Deichert, 1907. x+441 pages. M. 8.50. 
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Jesus und das Alte Testament). The remaining pieces (Das Offenbarungsan- 
sehen der Bibel, Die Bibel das Buck der Menschheit, and Geschichte der 
Bibel in ihrer Wirkung auf die Kircke) are either recent or quite new. 
The whole book is one of rare depth and power. 

Lewisbtog, Pa. J. R. Van Pelt 

CHRISTIANITY AND SCIENCE 

In a series of six lectures before Vanderbilt University 1 Professor 
Francis Henry Smith proposes a plan for "studying the connection 
between the Creator and his works" quite the reverse of the argument 
from design. He urges that we "start from Christ, who claims to be 
and whom Christians believe to be the center of the created universe," 
and argues: "If Christ be the maker . . . . what kind of a universe have 
we the right to expect it to be ? . . . . Is it the world we have ?" 

It is of course not necessary that one who is set for the "defense and ad- 
vocacy of the Christian religion" under the terms of the Cole foundation 
should use a scientific method; but it is remarkable that one whose theme 
is Christ and Science should adopt a method so thoroughly unscientific, 
one that has proved time and again to be utterly incapable of leading to 
sound conclusions. 

The last three lectures deal with the topic rather remotely; only the first 
three therefore concern us. Somewhat disguised, these are in reality another 
effort to show the harmony between science and " revealed religion. " "The 
voice of Christ, .... uttered before science had an existence, " is found 
to declare (in the creation stories) that "matter, energy, and life are super- 
physical in their origin;" the voice of science is alleged so to declare; 
whence "the irresistible inference is that the Bible is right : Christ did make 
the universe." The New Testament is in like manner justified of its chil- 
dren . ' ' The perfect man of the New Testament ' ' is characterized by humil- 
ity, simplicity, love of truth, and faith; so is "the perfect man of science;" 
therefore "the voice of Nature is the voice of Christ." 

Wonderful anticipatory "scientific hints" are discovered in both Testa- 
ments, though "one class of references .... of necessity used the 
science of the times." That hard nut for the harmonizers, the creation 
of light before the sun, is thus cracked: 

When God said, "Let there be light," may it not be that he spoke into being 
that vast treasure of potential energy in the universe, connected perhaps with 

1 Christ and Science: Jesus Christ Regarded as the Center of Science. The Cole 
Lectures for 1906 before Vanderbilt University. By Francis Henry Smith. Chicago: 
Revell, 1906. 240 pages. $1.25. 



